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Following is the text of the Preliminary Remarks by Ambassador 
David K. E. Bruce at the One-hundred-and- first Plenary Session of the 
New Paris Meetings on Viet-Nam, February 4, 1971. 

Before reading my statement prepared in advance, I wish to comment 
briefly on the misrepresentations you made this morning. Throughout 
your statements runs the failure to mention the long-standing and con- 
tinuing massive presence of North Vietnamese. forces in Laos, Cambodia,, 
and South Viet-Nam. Into all three countries, Hanoi has sent its 
. forces, clandestinely, illegally, in great numbers. and in defiance of 
the wishes of the governments concerned and of international agreements 
to which North Viet-Nam is party. 

Your professions pf respect for the , sovereignty , territorial in- 
tegrity and neutrality of Cambodia and Laos, as well as for the Geneva 
Agreement set up to protect these countries and South Viet-Nam from out- 
side interference, are transparently an attempt to conceal your actions. 
You speak of solidarity with the Indochinese people, but you act in vio- 
lation of the rights of your neighbor states. You seek to impose your 
kind of solidarity by use of force and use the lines of communication 
and supply leading from Hanoi into Laos , Cambodia and South Viet-Nam to 
sustain large North Vietnamese forces and their local puppet forces. 


Following is the text of the Opening Remarks by Ambassador David K.E. 
Bruce at the One-hundred-and-first Plenary Session of the New Paris 
Meetings on Viet-Nam, February 4, 1971. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 


\ 
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We are still awaiting some sign that you genuinely seek a negotiated 
settlement of the conflict in Viet-Nam, Until now, you have only placed 
obstacles in the way of progress to this end. You continue to demand the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Viet-Nam by June 30 of this year. 

We have said repeatedly that we are ready to negotiate an agreed time- 
table for complete withdrawals as part of an overall settlement. Such a 
settlement must of course include the withdrawal of North Vietnamese 
troops back to North Viet-Nam from South Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos. 

The principal obstacle to progress on this fundamental issue is not, 
therefore, the fixing of a timetable for withdrawals so much as it is 
your persistent refusal to indicate your intentions regarding the North 
Vietnamese forces concerned. 


0 • 

In the meantime, since these negotiations began, the United States 

has already withdrawn over 200, 000* troops from South Viet-Nam, We will 
continue these withdrawals in accordance with- the - criteria we have set 
forth and with which you have long been familiar. You also continue to 
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demand the replacement of the present Government of the Republic of Viet- 
Nam by one of your own choosing as a precondition to negotiating a politi- 
cal settlement for South Viet-Nam. President Thieu nearly two years ago 
stated his readiness to enter into discussions with your side without prer 
conditions on a political solution as well as on other questions* He has 
long since put forward reasonable proposals for such a solution to be ar- 
rived at through free elections in which the NLF can participate. For our 
part. President Nixon has set forth the principles which govern our atti- 
tude toward a political settlement. 

The immediate obstacle to progress on this second fundamental issue 
lies with your refusal to talk to representatives of the Government of 
the Republic of Viet-Nam as you c had originally agreed to do. As long as 
you persist in this refusal, progress on political settlement is not pos- 
sible. Meanwhile, the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam will con- 
tinue to function through its constitutionally established processes. 

You continue to insist that a ceasefire is not possible until we 
have met your fundamental demands on U.S.- withdrawal and political set- 
tlement. We have* offered immediate negotiations of a ceasefire in place 
throughout Indo-China. We have set forth the principles on which such a 
ceasefire would be based. We have said that by agreeing to stop the 
shooting we can set the stage for agreements on other matters. 

Once again, it is your side which poses the obstacle to progress in 
implementing a ceasefire. Once again, you oblige our side to carry for- 
ward our own solutions in the face of your preference for a continuation 
of the war. 


Ladies and gentlemen, for two years you have refused to approach 
these discussions seriously, in a way that would lead to an early nego- 
tiated settlement. You have continued to place obstacles in the way of 
progress here. We will persist in our efforts to persuade you to engage 
in genuine negotiations. But until you agree to do so, the United States 
and the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam will carry out alternative 
solutions to the conflict. You have made it abundantly clear that you do 
not like these solutions. Yet you make no contribution to genuine nego- 
tiations. The choice remains in your hands. 


Let me turn once again to an aspect of the purely humanitarian ques- 
tion of prisoners of war. Last week, just before the Tet holiday, the 
Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam repatriated an additional group of 
sick and wounded North Vietnamese prisoners of war, despite the last- 
minute obstacles which you placed in its path. It has subsequently made 
a proposal, just referred to by its representative here, regarding the 
release of sick ancLwounded prisoners of war. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War re- 
quires that all sick and wounded prisoners be released to the destination 
of their choice as soon as they are fit to travel. Despite your adherence 
to this Convention, you make the release of sick and wounded prisoners of 
war subject fro your fundamental negotiating demands. Thus, you are using 
even the sick and wounded as political pawns. ^ n( j w h at 
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And what about the sick and wounded prisoners of war you hold in 

South Viet-Nam and Laos? There has been no word of them of any kind 

except from the few whom you have released or who have been lucky enough 

to escape. These men paint a grim picture indeed of conditions in those 
camps • 

. , .. s is inhumane treatment. It is irresponsible behavior. It is 

in blatant violation of the Geneva Convention to which you are a party. 

It would be considered shameful conduct in any civilized country. Until 
you fulfill your obligations regarding these men, you will be widely con- 
emned and will cause needless suffering to these men and their families. 
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